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Electr ic  current in  a lightning flash1 
one-half of  an ampere of  e lec t r ic i ty  to light an ordinary read.=- 
ing lamp, how many amperes in  a lightning flash? To measure 
the current i n  an a r t i f i c i d  lightning bolt  is much more simple 
than t o  measure it under natural conditions, Physicists of the 
General Electr ic  Company have ingeniously measured the current 
in a number o f  mays and found that f o r  a very severe stroke of 
rare occurrence about 200,000 amperes passes, but generally the 
value is around 25,000 amperes, One method used vas t o  measure 
the amount of  magnetization of  basal t  found near points that  
had been struck by lightning, - 
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