
Por Release 
Oct. 15, 1938 

By Major A, H. llhiessen 
Science Service Meteorologist 

Climatic barriers! These bar r ie rs  i n  the past  stopped 

The prevail ing westerly winds and storms 
e:rplorations about gs effect ively as did the f e a r  of f a l l i n g  
o f f  a f l a t  earth. 
(cyclones) probably great ly  delafred the discovery o f  America. 
Mountain ranges were crossed w i t h  great d i f f i cu l ty  because of 
the severi ty  of  the weather, with the blinding glare  of the 
sunJ avalanches, low temperatures, r a r i t y  of the air, and lack 
of vegetation, 
years o f  trial taught man just how he should feed and clothe 
himself and how to  use s leds  and dogs. Deserts, aith’their 
vast st retches  of  parching sand, made walking and breathing 
d i f f icu l t .  

The polar regions were not explored u n t i l  
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