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A plane t ' s  atmosphere1 Not all c e l e s t i a l  bodies can have 
atmospheres. 
hold depends upon i t s  gravitational force; and the force o f  
g a v i t y  of a planet  depends upon i ts  density and diameter. 
Smaller bodies l i k e  the  moon have no atmosphere. Mars' at- 
mosphere i s  very th in ,  A visi t ing star a long time ago c m e  
near  enough t o  the sun t o  pu l l  away a bol t  o f  gasaous matter 
nhich f i n a l l y  cooled and condensed and formed our  earth,  
sm,iller then than at present. 
i t s e l f  very small planets  which got i n  i t s  path, and as it  
grew la rger  i t  acquired enough gravi ta t ional  force t o  r e t a i n  
'an atmosphere. WLU 

The quantity of  atmosphere which any planet can 
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