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seldom that i n  the old days when i t  did peopie made a gala 
time of i t ,  h c h  a year was 1739-40, ard there is extant a 
s t ee l  engraving showing a fair held on t h e  ice  at tha t  time, 
Tents and b o t h s  were erected where food and l iquors were 
sold; a printing press was set  up t o  pr int  souvenirs o f  the 
occasion, and many engaged i n  i ce  sports. 'Pbese at t ract ions 
caused many to flock to  the banks to  witness so curious a 
scene, The cold that year began about Christmas time and 
las ted nearly tm months. There was much dis t ress ,  fbod 
w a s  given t o  the poor, and coal and even water were scarce. 
Carpenters and bricklayers, with the i r  tools draped i n  
mournirg, marched through the s t r ee t s  begging re l ie f .  
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