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Balloonsf These have been found extreruely usef'ul i n  
meteorology. Smal l  rubber f ree  balloons are  sent a l o f t  atld 
observed, thus determininc wind speed and direction at various 
al t i tudes.  Larger ones carrying instruments, some of which 
a r e  equipped with radio, m e  used daily. They transmit 
pressure, terJperature, and humidity on the i r  way t o  the 
stratosphere. 
the Montgolfier brothers conceived the idea o f  f i l l i n g  a 
linen bag with smoke from burning stram. It rose t o  a great 
height but AS soon as it  cooled se t t l ed  t o  the ground, 
Charles, the physicist ,  used hydrogen very successfully, and 
even ascended himself. --I 

Balloons were not invonted unt i l1782,  when 
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