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A basic weather observation! Sailors watch the glass,  
tha t  is, the barometer, because they knon hon valuable a 
barometric pressure reading may be i n  fore te l l ing  a storm, 
The general run of  people on land., holyever, pay l i t t l e  or no 
at tent ion t o  air pressure, as variations of  t h i s  rveather ele- 
ment axe not ordinar i ly  perceptible t o  the sensesr 
weathemaan were given observations of  pressure over a con- 
siderable area, he could mdce a wather  map and fill i n  with 
tolerable accuracy the temperature, areas o f  ra infa l l ,  wind 
direction and speed, and moreover make a fair foreoast of the 
weather. 
meteorology vas confined t o  mather-lore; S O ~ Q  of  the m a x i m s  
o f  which are  p o d ,  some useless, ,and m a n y  inore actually m i -  
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Before the invention of  the barometer prac t ica l  

leading, - 


