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betmeen the sharp crack of thunder and the x w l l  o r  rumbling 
o f  thunder, both o f  which are frequently heard. Thunder is 
due to a compressional air wave s e n t  out from a l l  points of  
the l ightning’s path. 
comes d i rec t  as a sharp crack. %t when the l ightning’s 
path is far may, i t  takes appreciably longer f o r  the sound 
t o  mme from far ther  than the nearer points of  the path, 
since sound travels only about 1,000 fee t  a second, ana 90 
the sound comes as a succession of noises, making a roll. 
‘%e l i t t l e  individxml cracks are much softened by many re- 
flections before they reaoh the ear of the observer. 
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hll of thunder! !&ere is a very noticeable difference 

&en lightning is nearby the sound 


