
For Release 
&wil 13,1939 Science Sorvice IJetoorologist 

By kj. A. H, Thiesuen 

Heltinz snows and spring floods! The nieltini; of snow 
alone does ilot cause serious floods. Snow i tsel f  does not 
readily absorb the sunfs heat; snov melts riore by vir tue of  
the sun heating foreiin substances on the snow. Neither do 
narm ra ins  f a l l i n g  on cold snow produce rapid run-off. It has 
been calculated that t o  n e l t  f i ve  inches o f  compact snon would 
require 14.4 iiiches o f  r a in  at 42 degrees temperature; while 
tho sung 9 heat only melts the snow at the r a t e  o f  .05 inch per 
day with the air tcmperatwe 32 degrees. Snon soaks up a 
l m g e  m o u n t  of  mater and in t h i s  manner tends t o  prevent 
f loods ;  but i f  the tercperature i s  above fre-ezing day and n i@t ,  
maxm rains with melting snow cause rapid run-off ?ad floods 
may resul t .  LIYI 


