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The l ightning flash! Seeing i s  believiilg, but one can 
not alnays see things exactly as they are ,  because of the 
great speed o f  the action. 
t o  the eye seems t o  be merely a vivid stream of li&t, A 
ro ta t ing  camera, hovever, reveals that the f lash  i s  composed 
of' from one t o  a dozen strokes. The flash may last &z1 appre- 
ciable par t  o f  a second, but the time o f  an individual stroke 
i s  much smaller. Each stroke is composed o f  a down-moving 
strearner from cloud t o  ground, and i s  immediately followed by 
a much br ighter  re turn stroke upwmd, from ground t o  cloud, 

For instance, the l ightning flash 

dong the same path, C O I - u  


