Tor Release By Major A,H, Thiessen
July 5, 1939 Science Service Meteorologist

Heights of mountains! To measure the heights of moun-
toins was a pooular scientific pasttime soon after the in-
vention of the barometer. It was then deduced that the air
would get thinner and thinner with increcsing heights 2and so
the air pressure ot the foot of and at the top of a mountain
should be a measure of its elevation, But the law of de~
creasing prescure with elevation is not o simple arithretic
one, and the true (but approximate) law was not proposed
until late in the 17th century. Now the law is quite com~
plete and with observations of pressure, temperature and
hunidity, elevations may be very closely determined.

S s ot S0 ey



