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Heights o f  riountains! To measure the heights of moun- 
tninn vas a i)o::)ul:Lr sc i en t i f i c  pasttime soon r?fter the in- 
vention of tho barrometer. I t  m s  then deduced that  the air 
17ould get thinner and thinner v i th  increr:sing height; mid 60 
tho air pressu1.e nt the foo t  o f  and at the t o p  o f  a mountain 
diould be a neasure of i t s  elevation. But the l an  of de- 
crezsing pres:,ure v i th  elovation i s  not a sinplc a r i t h r e t i c  
one, and the true (but approxiinate) lali nits not proposed. 
u n t i l  l a t e  i n  the 17th century. 
p le te  and nitii observntions of pressure, teraperature and 
huuidi ty ,  elevations may be very closely deteriained. 

Non the 1nn i s  quite com- 
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