
For release 
Bug, 12, 1939 

By Major A.H, Thiessen 
Science Service Meteorologist 

Clouds do not burst, but they seem to ,  judging by the 
devastation caused by exceedingly heavy rains which have 
given rise t o  that  designation, An inch of ra in  an hour is 
cal led excessive by the U.S. Veather Bureau, I h i s  r a t e  m a y  
easi ly  Be grea t ly  exceeded for  a short time mhen strong 
ascensional currents of air, which may have kept a l o f t  large 
quant i t ies  of r a i n  and h a i l ,  are suddenly stopped by the 
storm moving over a c re s t ,  thue releasing the suspended 
moisture. 
downpour causes the  tor ren ts  of rain cal led a "cloudburst.tf 

2his  released water added t o  tho normally heavy 
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