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Storms on the sun! These a re  called sun spots, and mere 
They re- f i rs t  observed with a telescope by k l i l e o  i n  1610. 

semble the ear th  cycloiies, o r  tenperate zone storms. 
below the sun's surface great whirling masses of gas are as- 
cending and consequently emcanding and cooling. These proc- 
esses cause them to  look darker than the adjacent surface. 
These whirling masses o f  gas turn,  l i k e  the ear th  cyclones, 
i n  it counter-cloclmise direction in  the sun's northern 
hemisphere clocknise in  the southern. A t  times of  their  
maximum number they cause magnetic storms on the earth,  which 
in te r fe re  nith the magnetic needle and with telegraphy, and 
induce b r i l l i a n t  displays of the northern l i g h t s  o r  aurora 
borea l i s .  
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