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Lightning and airships! Contrary t o  $OPulQr bel ief  both 
airplnnes and d i r ig ib les  a r e  not  l i a b l e  t o  take f i r e  upon 
being h i t  by l ightning i f  the ship has an a11 netal  frame. 
ihny experiuents hme been mP.de vith airp1,ues and vi th  heav- 
ier-than-air ships f i l l e d  with highly iaflPJnmable hydrogen gas 
by passing e l ec t r i c  charges through them, I t  seems that  the 
clmxges pass t h r o u a  the metal pa r t s  and out again without i n  
the l e a s t  injur ing passengers o r  h i p .  The metal f r m e  should 
be rrelded o r  at l e a s t  well riveted. Additional safety i s  
obtained by connecting d1 metnl paxts with heavy copper wire, 
thus affording n safe  and ensy pnth for  the e l ec t r i c  charge, 
The entering M x h  iaay be localized by using 2ointod metal 
rods suitably placed. 
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