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Balloons at sea! Balloons are a valuable addition t o  the 
equipment of a destroyer. h e n  required, the observation b d -  
loon o f  a destroyer Is towed, and the observer from h i s  an 
vantweous and elevated yos i t i on  CM discern submerged subma- 
rines which could not be seen from the deck of the vessel, a d  
he casl best  judge whan R depth charge should be released. !be 
balloon used i n  th i s  m a y  i s  superior t o  an airplane. Balloon 
observers are al.1 experienced balloonists, for when the cable 
breaks, the balloon Is then free and must be piloted by the 
crew who know how t o  use ballast and valve gas, thus keeping 
the balloon a l o f t  un t i l  a suitable landing can be made. 
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