
For release 
NOV, 15, 1939 

By Major A.H. Thiessea 
Science Service Meteorologist 

Weather and ms warfare! Weather affects  al l  operations 
o f  war and some neapons, but no weapons so much as chemical 
agents. Named i n  order, the weather elements most inf luent i& 
a re  wind, precipi ta t ion,  temperature, pressure, clouds and 
humidity. Poisonous gases a re  used for  the i r  physiologicaL 
effects  on the enemy, smoke8 for  screening operations, and in- 
cendiary agents f o r  s ta r t ing  f i res .  I t  i s  easily seen that 
i n  using any one of  these three the weather s i t w t i o n  at the 
time m a y  be immensely important - favorable at the time f o r  
one side,  and at another time for  the other. 
since wind i s  the most important factor and is prevailingly 
west, armiee t o  the west have the advantage as far as gas i s  
concerned. UIIC. 
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