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War balloons! lhese m e  of the captive type and w e  
used for  observinz ei ther  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the enemy o r  those 
of fr iendly troops, 
deteimining whether aa ascent w i l l  be made o r  not; the mind is 
seldom too  strong f o r  bal loons of the improved shape. B d -  
loons a re  used for v i s d  signalling, f o r  marking posit ions 
for  airplane lmdings in a fog, f o r  range-finding when used 
i n  pa i r s ,  and f o r  other kinds of observ-.tion work. 
especially adapted t o  obtain weather data alof t .  

V i s ib i l i t y  i s  the controlling fac tor  i n  
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