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Halcyon days! Today i s  the beginning of the “halcyon 
of t rad i t ion  and legend. They begin one meek before 

and end one t7eek a f t e r  the minter sols t ice .  
the year was so cal led by the ancients because the halcyon 
b i rd ,  o r  kingfisher,  mas supposed t o  breed at t h i s  time of 
the year, and b u i l t  i t s  nes t  so tha t  i t  f loated on the open 
sea, During the nesting time the b i rds  mere supposed t o  
charm the mves t o  quiet ,  and sailors then boldly ventured 
out t o  sea. 

This period of 

Dryden re fers  t o  the legend as follows: 

As halcyons brooding on a minter’s sea.” 
“Amidst our arms as quiet you should be 
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