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Sunshine and water vapor! Water vapor helps t o  keep US 
warm by preventing, t o  some extent, the heat  o f  the earth 
from escaping. Pure bry air allows the sunshine t o  g~ 
through unhindered, but the water vapor, ozone and carbon 
dioxide absorb some of the radiated heat. 
air becomes heated by direct  radiation. 
absorbs rad ia ted  heat f a i r l y  well, i t  is clear tha t  the 
ear th  cools most  rapidly on c lear  nights when the air i s  
dry, 
the ~B,Y the temperature may be unbearably high and at night 
uncomfortably low, 
freeze before  morning. 
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