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The ear th 's  surface! We generally sped< of the ea r th ' s  
surface as me,ming the outmml limits of the crust  and mater, 
which has a diameter o f  about 8000 miles. 
uere considered, which i s  r e d l y  a par t  of the ear th ,  the 
calculated diameter would be about 50,000 miles. 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  conceive o r  define the top of the atmosphere 
o r  the surface of a gas. However, notwithstaiding the 
tremendous extent of the atmosphere, 21,000 miles high, the 
weather phenomena as they af fec t  the earth; that  i s ,  the 
s o i l ,  crops, and the people, tC&e place f o r  the most pa r t  
i n  a thin layer of air next t o  the surface, about one mile 
high. 
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