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Weathering! The ef fec ts  of mather ing a r e  very notice- 
able  i n  old graveyards, sone of the stones o f  which show 
l e t t e r i n g  once d i s t i n c t  and nom hardly decipherable, 
Weathering i s  the crumblifig and decay Of m y  substance by 
natural  agencies o f  which the atmosphere i s  very importnnt. 
Stones tha t  have remained. pract iccdly unchanged f o r  centuries 
i n  Egy-pt ~ d t h  i t s  dry, equable climate begin t o  decay rvhen 
brought t o  a a e t  and colder climate, The meather agencies 
causing decay a r e  the mechanical and chemical act ion of 
water, wind, f r o s t ,  atmospheric gases, and chcmges i n  teinper- 
ature.  
crumbling and decay by both mechanical and chemical action. 

Among these water i s  the most  important, causing 
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