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Clouds ,and gravitation! It i s  a commonplace t o  t a l k  o f  
clouds '' f loa t ing  along" which expression probably harks back 
t o  the days when it  vas thought that  cldud par t i c l e s  mere 
hollon and f i l l e d  With w a r m  air ,  each p a r t i c l e  being a l i t t l e  
balloon. That ~ t s  just a f ine  theory made up to  s u i t  the 
observations. Clouds a re  composed of pa r t i c l e s  of  mater o r  
i ce  which a re  not hollow and a r e  dram t o  the ear th  by the 
force of gravitation. "hey are so ~ m a J - 1  that they present 
a large surface t o  the res i s tance  of the air compared t o  
t h e i r  s ize  and therefore they f a l l  very Slowly. 
they evaporate, which gives the i l lus ion  of t he i r  not sink- 

A s  they f a l l  

ing. ---_- 


