
For r e l ease  
Xarch 20, 1940 

By i i a j o r  A.H, Thiessen 
Scienae Service ideteorologist 

Spring equinox! Some ancient monwnents s t i l l  standing in- 
d i ca t e  ce r t a in  astronomical r e l a t i o n s ,  as, f o r  instanbe, f ix- 
i ng  the directbn o f  the sun's r i s i n g  and se t t i ng  a t  the SOX- 

s t i c e s  (June 21 md Dec. 21). 
tyro stones, Equinox i s  midmy betneen the so ls t ices .  
the  sun r i s e s  due east  and s e t s  due West; and a t  both t h e  
North and South P o l e s ,  it i s  seen d.1 day long just at the 
horizon. Spring Equinox marks the beginning at the  South 
Pols of  the long winter n igh t ,  and at the  North Pole  of  the  
six-month day. 
passing o f  win ter t s  sever i ty  and the coiiiiag of tlie gent le r  
spring for all i n  the  northern hemisphere, 

This was done by s i & t i n g  along 
l?oday 

I t  ia the beginning o f  q r i n g ,  and marks the 
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