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S t .  Elmo's f i re !  I t  must be a !7eird sensation f o r  the 
cowboys o f  the p la ins  to  see discharges of e l e c t r i c i t y  from 
each others '  heads, md bluish flames e~u:matin: from the ears  
of t h e i r  mounts. 
conditions, and i s  singly a discharge of e l e c t r i c i t y  from 
ear th  to air. I t  3ppe:u-s strongest at eq,osed points  such as 
ships' masts. It i s  believed a l s o  that  f t ,  Elmo's f i r e ,  as 
t h i s  phenomenon i s  cal led,  explains the Andes li&ts" ivhen 
mariners f a r  out at sea. see the mountains glow or even shoot 
out flames. 

This phenomenon i s  often seen under stormy 
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