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April  showers! This phrase has long  inpl ied that  April 
i s  a met month, and the idea 17as crys ta l l ized  i n  the saying: 
"April showers bring ivlay flowers." And a a u c e r  i n  h i s  Canter- 
bury Tales opens with: "Then tha t  Apri l le  with h i s  shoures ..." 
April generally has good showers both i n  the United S ta tes  and 
i n  Canada; but the r a i n f a l l  i n  May i s  generally greater  except 
i n  the plateau region and on the P a c i f i c  coast, 
I I s h o ~ e r s , ' ~  meaning short, sharp downfalls of ra in ,  they occur 
oftener i n  summer months than i n  April mhich often has ra ins  
of  the minter type. 

A s  f o r  

----- 


