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That r a in fa l l  varies from one 
y e a  t o  another i s  a matter of common observance. Rainfal l  
va r i e s  more f o r  shorter periods than for  long, more for  a 
season o r  a month than f o r  a year, and more i n  ar id  regions 
than i n  net. 
eastern United S ta tes  and Canada. 
averages about 40 inches: 
amounts varied more than 50$ above and belom this normal. 
The record a lso  shons that for  individual months the r a i n f a l l  
mas i n  one case 406 above the average, and i n  mother  case 
98$ belom nomal. 

By Major A.H. Thiessen 
Science Service Meteorologist 

Variabi l i ty  of r a i n f d l !  

Washington, D.C., mw be taken as typical of 
The Yearly r a i n f a l l  there 

the greatest 'and least yearly 
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