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Heating the oceans! Horn the ocean8 are heated is of in- 
terest  because o f  the great effect  they have i n  moderating the 
temperatures over the continents. On a cloudless day about 
69$ of  the sun's radiat;ionxt%&her tbe surface. O f  t h i s  the 
oceans absorb about 95$ i n  calm neather reflecting ama;y the 
remainder. The oceans heat very slowly a s  i t  takes vplume 
f o r  volume about 3000 times as much heat to ra ise  mater one 
aegree as it does air. The oceans are  a l s o  mraed somewhat 
by the atmosphere nhen the l a t t e r  i s  wmer .  If some parts 
of the oceans a r e  *mer than others, distribution i s  effect- 
ed by the ocean currents. ---- 


