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interested i n  tlierinals.'l These m e  ver t ica l  air currents 
caused by patches o f  p o u n d  which a re  easi ly  heated warming 
the surface layer  of air. 
r i s e s  to 200 degrees while the air immediately above it may be 
l ess  than 100 degrees. 
readily form which may be used for  the sport of gliding. A 
b y  most sui table  f o r  the formation of "thermals" i s  a calm, 
ho t  day w i t h  the bare ground and sandy places well dried up. 
Days when the g o u n d  i s  wet o r  the mind blows are poor for  
gl iding as much of the heat energy is used i n  evaporating the 
moisture and the wind scat ters  %he r i s ing  currents. 

By Major A.X. Thiessen 
Science Service hieteorologist 

A11 interested i n  gliding or  sailplaning me 

The ground temperature frequently 

Thermals! 

Under such conditions r i s i n g  currents 
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