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Atmospheric e lectr ic i ty!  When the m i & t  of  a thunder- 
storm i s  upon us 1778 wonder about the e l ec t r i c i tpxhe re  does 
i t  come from? And a l l  the more so when ne condider tha t  the 
poner o f  a, s inzle  f lash  may represent millions of  horsepower. 
The generally accepted theory of the generation of thunder- 
storm e l e c t r i c i t y  i s  that of Simpson, an English meteorolo- 
gist, mho found by experiment that  mhen drops of  mater are  
broken up the mdler  pczrts a r e  negatively e l ec t r i f i ed  while 
the remaining larger portion i s  posi t ively charged. 
breaking up occurs i n  nature when large drops f a l l  through 
s t i l l  air, o r  meet r i s ing  currents. 
larger than one-quarter-inch i n  diameter. 
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