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F i r e s  and rain! As long ago as kug. 1, 1638, an Enzlish 
He nanted good neather sheriff  forbade the  burning of: brush. 

as the king m s  t o  pass that nay, and the common belief at 
tha t  time mas that large f i r e s  s tar ted rain.  k i n  from 
a cause i s  not vithout precedent and sc i en t i f i c  support, 
the air i s  moist  enough and the f i r e  b ig  enough, t h i s  air 
m i l l  ascend and form clouds, and r a in  ma;y fall. 
been observed over fores t  f i r e s ,  and r a i n  f e l l ,  put t ing out  
the f i r e  that s t a r t ed  it. 
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