
For release By Major A.H. Thiessen 
Aug. 6 ,  1940 Science Service Meteorologist 

Cooling thunderstorms! There seem t o  be only tmo causes 
the cold r a i n  f o r  the cooling associated n i th  thunderstorms: 

chi l l i l lg  the air, asld evsporation -- fo r  evqora t ion  i s  a 
cooling process. Cold rain chi l l ing the air can have only a 
s l igh t  e f fec t ,  so it i s  believed that  evaporation i s  the 
p r i n c i p d  cause. There i s  usually plenty of  evaporation: 
heavy shoirers have been knom t o  leave the clouds a d  never 
reach the g o u n d ,  
thm during ordinary showers. 
evaporation cool the air, make i t  heavier, and thus cause a 
donnrush which underruns the marraer surface air. 

A t  such times the air i s  marmer and drier 
So the cold r a in  and the 
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