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could b e weighed with s cales, although an Athenian recognized 
that i t  was the weight of the air that raised water i n  the 
Common pump. The weight o f  the atmosphere a t  s ea level holds 
LQ 29.92 inches of mercury in  a barometer, which means a coi- 
umn of water over 33 f e e t  hi&. 
the mercurial colwnn i s  only 11 inches, 
ascent of Captains Stevens and Anderson i n  the balloon, Ex- 
plorer 11, an elevation of  72,391 f ee t  was attained and the 
barometer read about 1.24 inches. %o hundred cubic feet  of 
air at that  height mould weigh one-fourth of a pound, while 
at sea level i t  mould weigh eight pounds. 
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