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mere the r a i n  goes\ Besides carrying food material  t o  
p lan ts  i n  mater which i s  largely transpired into the air, 
ra in  water i s  disposed o f  by three other processes: runoff, 
evaporation and downward percolation, There can be no gen- 
e r a l  rule giving the r e l a t i v e  amounts by each grocess, as 
the  amounts disposed o f  by them vary i n  BGvery lodtclity. 
!Chis var ia t ion i s  due to  topography, s o i l ,  and the kind and 
amount of  plant  cover, 
o f f ,  while l e v e l  land and porous s o i l  hold the water. Some 
crops require and use more mater than others,  and, of course, 
scanty crops require l e s s  water than lush vegetation. 

Bi l ly  land and heavy s o i l  favor runt 
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