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the sun’ s rays 1000 as i t  h i t s  the top of the atmosphere at 
the equator at noon, then i t s  strength at the surface mould 
be only 612. 
f lec ted  by the air. The radiation from the sun throug;hout 
the year var ies  l e s s  at the equator (612 t o  517’) than at 
my other pla.ce on the earth. 
from zero for  half the year t o  494 at the North Pole when 
the sun i s  highest i n  June. This var ia t ion i s  due t o  the 
very considerable variation of the a l t i t ude  of the sun. 
sun’s rays are  less intense i n  winter, not only because 
they shine l e s s  direct ly ,  but a l s o  because they must pene- 
t r a t e  a greater deiJth of air and are  thus far ther  depleted. 
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The air and the  sun’s heat! If 17e c a l l  the in tens i ty  of 

This indicates horn much i s  absorbed m d  re- 

I t  var ies  most  at the poles, 
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