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Rain and events! Be a l l  knon how ef f ic ien t ly  at t ines 
the fire-hose is  used t o  stop s t r ee t  brawls; r a in  has the Salne 
and often other, more far-reaching effects. For instance, the 
b a t t l e  of Vaterloo was delcayed three days by rain. %in acts 
l i ke  a wet blanket; during the Di-eyfus trial i n  1899 i t  stopped 
an outbreak; and a downpour grevented an ewected r i o t  i n  St .  
Petersburg i n  1906. 
bridges and pa r t s  o f  r a r o a d s  and musing much inconvenience 
if not actual suffering, while disastrous effeckmay be Fro- 

of r & n  may be equdly  bad. For instance, a\ drought i n  1899 
caused famine and aest i tut ion i n  China, which precipitated 
the Boxer rebellion i n  1900. 

Heavy rains may ctillse f l o d  s, washing out 

by the breaking of  a dm. On the other hand, a scarci ty  

-I--- 


