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Irrigation! %ere r a in  i s  insuff ic ient  f o r  growing Crops, 
i r r i ga t ion  has been practised from ea r l i e s t  times. 
America, Indians carried on crude i r r iga t ion  as ear ly  as 1000 
A.D., it i s  thought. Nom, about 20 million acrea, i n  the 
United States  and considerable areas i n  Alberta and. Bri t i sh  
Columbia a re  under i r r igat ion.  Those lands requiring irrfm- 
t ion  a r e  i n  pa r t  recompensed by abundant sunshine. The a&- 
vantages of i r r i ga t ion  are: (1) a b i l i t y  t o  grow a greater 
var ie ty  o f  crops i n  rotation, thus enriching the s o i l ,  (2) 
poss ib i l i ty  of  groning several crops i n  a season, and (3) in- 
dependence of i r regular  r a in fa l l ,  even i n  those areas where 
i t  ordinar i ly  i s  sufficient.  
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