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Sun drawing water! That i s  the o l d  and popular explmap 
t i o n  given when sunbeams a r e  seen e i t h e r  j u s t  a f t e r  sunrise 
o r  before sunset, shining through open spaces i n  a p a r t l y  
cloudy sky. The beams sdem t 6  diverge as they approach the  
e a r t h ' s  sur facef  but tha t  i s  an i l l u s i o n ,  they a re  r e a l l y  
p a r a l l e l .  
l i g h t  beams finding theil '  way through chinks i n  a darkened 
room i l lwa ina te  the f l o a t i n g  dust p a r t i c l e s .  Thus the sun 
shining through clouds i l luminates dust and water p a r t i c l e s ,  
and the beams a re  r ead i ly  seen against  a dark background, 
The expression, " t h e  sun drawing mater," i s  poe t ic  but not 
s c i e n t i f i c .  

The rays become v i s i b l e  i n  the same way that 
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