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'=44&& The e a r l i e s t  ska t e r s ,  u s i n g  bones t i e d  t o  
t h e i r  shoes and prope l l ing  themselves rri t h  iron-pointed poles,  
had a game much l i k e  jous t ing  indulged i n  by knights  o f  old 
on horseback. 
cha,rging each o the r  n i t h  t h e i r  p o l e s ,  the  i d e s  be ing  t o  top- 

The in t roduct ion  o f s t e e l  
runners  gave t h e  s k a t e r  at once g r e a t e r  command not  on lp  o f  
c i i rect ion,  but also 8 b e t t e r  means of propuls ion s ince  t h e  
i r o n  o r  s t e e l  runner could cut  i n t o  the  i ce ,  He coul? thus  
{:ive himself a more powerful shove ahead than he could pos- 
s i b l y  do n i t h  arm poner. 
troduced i n t o  England from Holland during the 13th cent=. 

The ska te r s  mould engage i n  mimic b a t t l e ,  

p l e  one 's  adversary over  on the  ice .  

I t  i s  thought thn t  ska t ing  was in- 
----- 


