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Land and climate! Everyone ho,s no t iced  how t h e  eas t e rn  
coa&&ine of  t he  Americas seems t o  f i t  in to  t h a t  of the west- 
ern  coast- l ine of t h e  Old. Vorld. A noted s c i e n t i s t  had ad- 
vanced the  theory of  cont inenta l  drift, of  which the  above 
i s  an example. 
seem t o  explain,  i n  part at least ,  some of t he  cl imates  of  
the  p a s t  as there  i s  evidence o f  semi-tropical p l a n t s  having 
grown i n  temperate zones. The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of land  masses 
has a powerful e f f e c t  i n  de t e rminhg  the cl imate  of a place; 
and any study of t he  :)resent c l imates  o f  the m r l d  takes  ik 
t o  s e r ious  considerat ion not  only the  p o s i t i o n  o f  t he  con- 
t i n e n t s  but  also their coast-linea-and i n t e r i o r  contours. 

This theory s t i l l  under discussion would 
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