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Travel of heat i n  air! Long ago i t  was commonly thought 

I t  was an American, Benjamin Rumford, mho made 

t h a t  air  was a good conductor of  h e a t ;  t h a t  is ,  heat  passed 
r e a d i l y  from one po r t ion  of a body of  air t o  another as i n  SQ. 
ver  o r  brass .  
the  first experiment proving tha t  hea t  mas communicated by 
t h e  t r a v e l  of po r t ions  o f  a l i q u i d  o r  gas from one p a r t  to  arr 
o ther ;  t h i s  process  i s  c a l l e d  convection, Heat may thus  be 
t r a n s f e r r e d  very r ap id ly  from the  bottom o f  un air  mass t o  an 
upper por t ion ,  but  not v ice  versa ,  That i s  why t h e  lover  at- 
mosphere i s  so quickly heated. The surface of t h e  ground is 
heated f i r s t  by t h e  sun) The l a y e r  of air next t he  e a r t h  be- 
comes heated by conduction,then r i s e s ,  and soon a considerable mass i s  warmed. ----- 


