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America's blizzards! When a zero-cold gale of r ind  comes 
from the north o r  northwest, f i l l e d  with snow cut t ing  the  skin 
l i k e  a knife,  the phenomenon i s  cal led a "blizzard". 
term i s  of English or igin,  but i t s  application t o  the  kind of 
storm j u s t  described began i n  the United States about 1880. 
This storm i s  pecul iar  t o  the western s t a t e s ,  and one of the 
worst  such storms of  record occurred i n  January, 1888; it ex- 
tended from the  Dakotas t o  Texas and resul ted i n  235 deaths. 
In some places,  the thermometer dropped to  40 degrees below 
zero. 
travels=.~i mere suffocated by the f ine  snow which may e i the r  
have been p e c i p i t a t e d  or picked up from the surface by the 
wind. 

This 

Oiildren froze on t h e i r  w q  home from school, and 

.11-.-- 


