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where h is tory  takes us back very r e l i ab ly  many centuries,  me 
f ind  tha t  settlements were made according.to the  adequacy of 
the mater supply. Many r ive r s  were not t o  be depended upon, 
being f u l l  i n  winter and spring and prac t i ca l ly  dry i n  summer, 
so perennial springs or wells mere essent ia l  t o  settlements. 
These were made nearby a re l i ab le  water supply, and were thus 
made i n  groups o r  on a l i n e ,  as nature placed the springs, Lh 
Sngland and France, however, where the water supply i s  much 
l e s s  precarious, settlements were made more o r  less evenly 
over the land, 
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Climate and settlements! In  the Mediterranean countPies, 
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