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mosphere) must be i n  a s t a t e  of heat-librium, o r  e l s e  i t  
would be ge t t ing  continuously cooler o r  warmer. I n  other 
words, as much heat is absorbed from the sun as is l o s t  by 
radiat ion in to  space. However, more heat i s  absorbed i n  the 
tropics than i s  l o s t ,  and more heat i s  l o s t  i n  the polar 
regions than i s  received. The agency which brings about 
equilibrium i s  circulat ion of the atmosphere and of  the o- 
ceans. In  general, the air over the equatorial  regions is 
always r i s i n g  and flowing north and south, while the a i r  
over the polar regions i s  flowing toward the equator, 
This t ransfer  i s  cal led the general c i rculat ion of tha at- 

Circulating atmosphere! The earth (including the at- 
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