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Vernal equinox1 Today the sun i s  crossing t h e q u a t o r  on 
i t s  journey north, and i t  i s  t h e  beginning of Spring-the 8s- 
tronomers’ spring- f o r  most  people th ink  of Spring as begin- 
ning on March 1. 
clouds) impar t ia l ly  twelve hours everywheref t h a t  i s ,  i t  
wuld shine exactly twelve hours Were i t  not f o r  r e f r ac t ion  
(bending of the  r ays )  due t o  t he  htmosphere, As it  i s ,  thO 
sun really shines a few minutes more than twelve hours, the 
exact amount of time depending upbh the l a t i t u d e ,  A t  t he  
North Pole, the s i x  months o f  sunshine had begun a day d i  
two a& due again t o  the  refP&clion, 

The sun shines today ( i f  therb are  no 
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